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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

June 2, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on    

June 2, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Chester Deloatch, 

and Joseph Barrett 

 

Absent: Virginia Spruill 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Charles Vaughan, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items.  There were no changes to 

the agenda. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Commissioner Barrett delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Mr. Carter recognized Ms. Caroline Brown, Extension Agent for the North Carolina Cooperative 

Extension Service, and one of her 4-H members, Ms. Gabrielle Harris who was in the audience. 

Ms. Harris wanted to attend the meeting to observe and learn more about Northampton County 

government. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for May 19, 2014: 

 

Commissioner Barrett made a note of corrections that needed to be made in the minutes.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Regular 

Session Minutes for May 19, 2014 with changes.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for May 19, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for May 19, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Special Called Meeting Minutes for May 22, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Special 

Called Meeting Minutes for May 22, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Approval of Agenda for June 2, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the agenda 

for June 2, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Water Bulk Rate Increase for Warren County and Water/Sewer Rate Structure Change 

for Northampton County: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Director of Public Works, appeared before the Board to obtain approval by the 

Board of Commissioners for a water rate increase in accordance with the water purchase contract 

with Warren County. 

 

The last increase was 20 cents in 2009. The water that Northampton County purchases from 

Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District per the contract would be set at $3.12 per 1,000 gallons of 

water. 

 

Mr. Carter called for Board comments. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if charges from Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District went up, would 

our rate go up as well. He wanted to know if that was in the contract. 

 

Mr. Morris mentioned that in the contract, it states that the “bulk rate to be adjusted July 1 of 

each year is based on the rate to Northampton County from Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District.” 

 

Commissioner Barrett brought up a point in the contract where it also says that we may retain the 

right to renegotiate the water purchase contract. 

 

Mr. Morris stated that the purchase contract with Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District is an 

agreement that will be in place for several years, unless we go to them to renegotiate. Mr. Morris 

also stated that they are already proposing an increase for next year as well. They have gone up 

the past four years. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board approve 

the bulk rate for Warren County to be set at $3.12 per 1,000 gallons purchased, to become 

effective July 1, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also appeared before the Board to obtain approval for a water and sewer rate 

structure change which includes rate changes for customers of the Northampton County Water 

System. 

 

Mr. Morris mentioned that the County had not seen a rate change since July 2010. In November 

of 2013, the NC Rural Water Association came to the Public Works Department to do a rate 

study of current rate structure, and gave their recommendations. The proposal for the Board 

coincides with the proposed Public Works budget for 2014-15.  

 

Chairman Carter wanted to call the Board’s attention to the comment that Mrs. Vick made on the 

decision paper.  He asked Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner, if she had any comments 

on this issue. She replied that she did not.  
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Chairman Carter called for Board questions. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked Mr. Morris to explain the various codes listed under the water 

current rate sheet.  

 

Mr. Morris explained that those rate codes are set for the different areas within the County, under 

the current rate structure.  

 

Chairman Carter asked Mr. Morris if he could state the dollar amount of the water increase rate 

for the benefit of the citizens in the audience. 

 

Mr. Morris explained that for the majority of residential consumers in the 100 rate code, 

currently the average monthly bill is about $25. With the new rate structure, the average monthly 

bill would be $34.50 based on an average of 3,000 gallons of usage per household. 

 

Chairman Carter asked if a household uses less than the 3,000 gallons, would the rate decrease 

from the $34.50 that Mr. Morris made reference to. Mr. Morris confirmed that this is correct. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene wanted to know if the rate code was based on the area that the 

customer lives in.  

 

Mr. Morris noted that it was not. It is based on the entire water system throughout the County. 

All water users within the County will pay the same rate, whether commercial or residential. It 

would be the same with the sewer rate. The only difference with the sewer system would be with 

consumers whose systems have to be treated by the Roanoke Rapids Sewer System. Their cost is 

higher. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked about the user fee.  

 

Mr. Morris stated that the biggest difference is currently, they don’t charge a user fee. Whether 

the consumer uses water or not, they will be charged the user fee. Public Works only bills in the 

thousands. If a consumer only uses 800 gallons of water for example, the minimum bill would be 

$19 (anything up to 2,000 gallons is $19). With the new rate structure, consumers will pay the 

user fee for every thousand gallons or more; for every thousand gallons, it would be $5.50.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if everyone in the County will pay the same rate with this 

structure change. Mr. Morris confirmed this is correct. 

 

Commissioner Barrett mentioned that there is a note on the waste water rate structure sheet that 

is worth mentioning. It says in order to break even, Public Works would need $597,717 in 

revenue. 

 

Chris Wheeler from Public Works explained how they obtained this figure in question. With 

Public Works’ current expenditures (through the first eight months of the current fiscal year), 

they calculated the current expenditures with waste water, twenty percent of the Department’s 

salaries, their light bill and all sewer treatment bills. This amount came to $597,717 to break 

even on the sewer. The proposal is for $532,896. This amount is $60,000 short, but it is a lot 
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better than the shortage before. They are attempting to keep rates as low as they possibly can for 

the benefit of the consumer. 

 

Mr. Morris wanted to add that this is called an increasing rate structure. The more you use, the 

more you would pay. The proposed rate is set for anything between zero gallons to 10,000 

gallons used. The consumer will pay $5.50 per thousand gallons. When you go over the 10,000 

gallons of usage, the rate goes up.  

 

Commissioner Deloatch asked about clarification on zero usage. He wanted to know if that 

meant that the water was cut off.  

 

Mr. Morris said no. Zero usage means for example, that some customers may only use 500 

gallons a month. It would show zero usage, because Public Works bills per thousand gallons.  

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve 

the water and sewer rate structure change for Northampton County.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Barrett wanted to make a final comment that during the Budget Work session, the 

Board was informed that this increase was coming. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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World Elder Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation: 

 

Ms. Jody Riddle, UCPCOG Area on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to present a 

Proclamation to recognize World Elder Abuse Awareness Month in June. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene for the Board to adopt the 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Riddle had a wreath to commemorate World Elder Abuse Awareness Month and asked if 

Northampton County could display the wreath during the month of June. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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 Introduction of New Employee, Budget Amendments, Move Bank Accounts, and Financial  
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A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch to recess regular 

session to convene a Public Hearing for the Home and Community Care Block Grant Funding 

Recommendations.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Hearing- Home and Community Care Block Grant Funding Recommendations: 
 

Ms. Jody Riddle also appeared before the Board to conduct a Public Hearing to present funding 

recommendations for the Home and Community Care Block Grant for Fiscal Year 2014-15. 

 

The proposed amount for fiscal year 14-15 is $14,300 less than the funding level for 13-14. This 

amount is $281,452.  

 

Chairman Carter asked if Ms. Riddle could make further comments to explain to the citizens 

about the program. Afterwards, citizens could make comments or ask questions. 

 

Ms. Riddle explained the options of how the funding can be allocated, and which services each 

program covers. She mentioned that the Home and Community Care Block Grant Committee, 

are a group of citizens that represent older adults appointed by the Board of Commissioners. 

They were presented three options for funding. If none of the options were to their liking, they 

could always allocate funding as they wished, but their decision would still have to be brought 

before the Board.  

 

Chairman Carter called for Citizens questions. 

 

Mr. Robert Wilkins asked where citizens would be able to apply for home aid items. Would it be 

through the Department of Social Services or the Department on Aging? 

 

Ms. Riddle mentioned that previously, it would have gone through J.W. Faison for information 

referral, and then service delivery. But it is now her understanding that with the hiring of the new 

Director of the Office on Aging, the referrals will go through that office. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board questions. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if the home delivered meals will now come under the Office on 

Aging. 

 

Ms. Riddle mentioned that under Option three of the proposal that is correct, but it is ultimately 

the Board’s decision how the money is allocated. 

 

Ms. Turner noted that under Option three, the home delivered meals will come under the J. W. 

Faison Senior Center. 

 

Commissioner Deloatch had questions about the options. 

 

Ms. Riddle clarified by letting him know that the Board can pick either of the three options, or if 

they were not in agreement with any of them, they could opt to do what they think is best. 
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Commissioner Barrett noted that within the three options, there were no funds allocated for the 

Office on Aging. He asked if that was correct. Ms. Riddle confirmed that it is. 

 

Commissioner Barrett also noted that there seems to not be a lot of oversight where the County is 

concerned with the J.W. Faison Senior Center. Chairman Carter directed this comment to Ms. 

Turner. She said as far as employees are concerned, that is correct; as far as the HCCBG funding, 

the Board has 100 percent control. 

 

Commissioner Barrett wanted to know if the new Director of the Office on Aging had any 

comments. Chairman Carter did not feel that she should because it is a Board decision.  

 

Commissioner Barrett wanted to know if she had an opinion on the matter. Ms. Turner 

mentioned that she just started work on May 27
th

. The new Director did meet with Ms. Turner 

and Ms. Riddle to discuss the proposal. There was some discussion of what the Director would 

do if the funds were not allocated. At that point, it would be more of an advocate position to 

reach out to the seniors, and to provide referral services. 

 

Chairman Carter declared the public hearing closed, and the meeting at that point resumed as a 

Board of County Commissioners.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Home 

and Community Care Block Grant funding recommendation presented by Ms. Riddle.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Introduction of New Employee, Date and Time for Public Hearing to Adopt the Budget, 

and Interlocal Agreements: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, Interim County Manager, appeared before the Board to introduce the new 

Director for the Office on Aging, Ms. Jocelyn Reagor. 

 

Ms. Turner also requested a date and time to hold a Public Hearing to adopt the budget. A date 

and time of June 16, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. was given. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the date and 

time for the budget Public Hearing.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Ms. Turner presented the Interlocal Agreements for Code Enforcement before the Board. 

She was scheduled to present the agreements for Solid Waste as well, however, the Public Works 

Director, Jason Morris provided these agreements to her on the morning of the meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Interlocal 

Agreements to provide code enforcement services to municipalities.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Deloatch asked Ms. Turner if more employees were needed for Code 

Enforcement. Ms. Turner mentioned that no more employees will be needed. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Citizens questions. 

 

Mr. Robert Wilkins had a comment concerning his water. He is not sure if any other counties 

have this issue, but a while back, a new water and sewer system were put in his area. Mr. 

Wilkins mentioned that if the water bill is $25, then the sewer bill was $25. He wonders why he 

doesn’t have a set rate? He felt that every other municipality has a set rate. Mr. Wilkins does not 

think this is fair.  

 

Chairman Carter believes that Mr. Wilkins needs to speak with the Interim County Manager on 

this. Maybe she will be able to work with the Mayor and Town Commissioners on this issue. 

 

Mr. Steve Jackson came up to make a comment about the hydrants water system that was 

mentioned in a previous Commissioners’ meeting. Mr. Jackson mentioned that he was 

representing Mr. Taylor and the NAACP and they have a formal complaint about the Phase V 

water system hydrant placement. Mr. Jackson referenced comments from Mr. Lavon Moody 

alluding to the fact that fire hydrants had been put up in Caucasian areas of the County and the 

African American areas had been ignored. Mr. Jackson’s intentions are to further investigate the 

issue to research where the fire hydrants have been placed.  

 

Chairman Carter confirmed that the issue has come before the Board, and that Mr. Vaughan, the  

County Attorney has investigated the area of concern. Mr. Carter mentioned that he has a letter 

from Mr. Vaughan dated May 27, 2014 with the findings of his research. Mr. Carter is willing to 

share this information with Mr. Jackson. 
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Mr. Vaughan told Mr. Jackson, that he could meet with him at the Public Works Department, 

where Mr. Morris can answer all of his questions.  

 

Mr. Jackson wants to make sure that this is not a deeper issue than the fire hydrants along the 

Jackson Bypass. He mentioned that the intentions are to look out for all citizens. Mr. Jackson 

feels that Mr. Vaughan may have just researched the Jackson Bypass, but he is interested in 

looking into the whole Phase V project. He also mentioned that he had spoken to Mr. Morris 

briefly and felt that some of the things he said were not to his liking. He admitted that he has not 

completed his investigation, but wanted to make the Board aware of it. 

 

Ms. Belinda Joyner came before the Board with a suggestion. She felt there should be a time set 

aside where citizens can ask questions after a presentation. She mentioned that when a presenter 

finishes their presentation they leave, and she has to track them down to be able to ask questions. 

She made mention of when Jason Morris came before the Board, she had questions concerning 

the water rates that she was not able to ask. 

 

There was a discussion of some suggestions that may work. Chairman Carter mentioned that 

perhaps the presenter could stay around to answer questions after the meeting because he would 

not want to interrupt the meeting. 

 

Mr. Roger West chimed in, and felt that after a decision has been made, it would be too late to 

ask questions after the Board has passed it. He had a question for the Public Works Department 

that he was able to get out, but he felt that Jason Morris didn’t explain any of the rates. 

 

Chairman Carter thanked the citizens and informed them that the Board would consider their 

suggestions and try to come up with a solution. 

 

Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner felt that when there are issues that will affect the 

citizens, it should be possible to take a minute and ask if there are questions.  

 

Mr. Lavon Moody came up to make additional comments on the hydrants water system issue. He 

said that the Board keeps referring him back to Mr. Morris. He feels that no matter what Mr. 

Morris tells him, perception is everything. There is a difference between the perception and the 

reality of a situation. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board comments. 

 

Commissioner Barrett made a comment that in the future, if there is a discussion about issues 

such as rate increase proposals we may be able to post them on our website so that citizens can 

see what will be discussed. This may generate more questions, dialog, etc. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“s.m. 06-02-14” 


